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OUR DUTY
Let us consider what the duty of the Indian community now is. Our
resolve to resist the Ordinance can give strength; it can also take it away.
If the Indian community firmly adheres to the Resolution, not only will
it rise in the esteem of the people in the Transvaal and put an end to its
many troubles, but the beneficent effect will be seen all over South Africa,
and hundreds of men in the land of our birth will gain from it. If, on the
other hand, the Resolution were not acted upon, those who took the pledge
would lose face; the whole community would be disgraced; our petitions
would in future carry no weight and our plight would become worse than
at present. The whites would moreover laugh at us. They would spit
upon us, spurn us and call us cowards. Never shall we be regarded as a
united people.
No ACHIEVEMENT WITHOUT ADVENTURE
Such risk is always there in great undertakings. In trade entailing
great risks, if there is profit, it is immense, and if there is loss, it re-
duces one to utter poverty. As our poets1 have said, it was through
adventure that Alexander became an Emperor; it was through adven-
ture that Columbus' discovered America; nothing is achieved without
adventure. Themselves an adventurous people, the British admire only
those who are adventurous. It is therefore the clear duty of every Indian
not to take out [a register] again, but to go to gaol and stand firm on the
pledge taken at the Empire Theatre.
SECOND LETTER FROM LORD SELBORNE
Another letter has been received from Lord Selborne, which gives
added force to our advice. The earlier letter which we have already cited
in translation was written by Lord Selborne on behalf of Lord Elgin. Let
us now see what His Excellency has to say for himself:
From the argument which your Association puts forward, it seems that
you have not grasped the real significance of the new law, which merely pro-
vides for the verification of existing documents.., and for the substitution of
more complete, authentic documents such as will relieve Asiatics from the in-
conveniences to which they are liable under the present system. If there is to
be a system of registration, which will fulfil its purpose and prevent a general
influx of Asiatics into the country, pending the establishment of responsible
government, it must be complete and thorough.
With regard to the definition of Asiatics and the position of pre-war Indian
residents, the Ordinance does not disturb the existing conditions. The provision
for exemption from the liquor law had no special reference to British Indians.
It is intended to apply to individual Asiatics in respect of whom the present
provisions of the law are an anomaly. The Ordinance will apply to males only.
Lord Selborne cannot agree that the Draft Ordinance will be, an act of
serious wanton injustice directed against the Indian community or that it is in
conflict with the views expressed by His Excellency from time to time.
IThe reference is to Narmadashanker, a Gujarati poet.